Defra and its Delivery Partners – A Guide for Local Enterprise Partnerships

	Defra

Defra is the UK government department leading on the environment, agriculture, the food chain, fisheries and rural matters. There are therefore many ways we and our delivery partners can help have a positive effect on economic development at both a local and a national level. Importantly we can help economic development become sustainable, both in terms of the current use of natural assets and resources and also in terms of ensuring the longer term resilience of the economy to support generations to come. For example, we: 

· encourage the greening of the economy by promoting efficient use of natural assets, materials resources, help to minimize waste arising, encourage environmental technologies and plan for unavoidable climate change;
· support farming, forestry and fisheries and sustainable growth in the food and drink sector; 
· respond to emergencies and supporting recovery from environmental and economic shocks caused by flooding, animal disease outbreaks, food supplies, and environmental hazards; 
· understand the value of the natural environment, and the essential services it provides us with and safeguarding these for future generations;

· encourage sustainable development and effective use of land; and
· champion the importance of the rural economy. 
How we can help you: 

We can help you to interpret central government policy for your own area, and can offer advice and access to evidence and tools in our areas of expertise. We can work with you and with other central departments to try to join up policies across government and break down barriers to economic development. Where possible, we can work with you to align priorities and funding streams.

We also have a number of delivery partners who you might very well want to work with to bring about your local vision for sustainable economic growth. Some of these you may already be working with in their strategic planning or operational roles or as statutory consultees in the planning process. Others may already be engaged with helping businesses in your area. All are well placed to help you develop and take forward your proposals locally and will try to offer you integrated environmental advice.

Please feel free to contact Defra and/or Defra’s delivery partners to discuss how such an approach can be tailored to suit the needs of an individual LEP. See below for further details on each of these bodies.
Defra Helpline: Tel: 08459 33 55 77

Defra web site: http://ww2.defra.gov.uk
Defra LEP Enquiries:  LEPenquiries@defra.gsi.gov.uk
Defra email address: helpline@defra.gsi.gov.uk


	ENVIRONMENT AGENCY (EA)

The EA’s main aims are to protect and improve the environment for people and wildlife and to promote sustainable development, working with others, including national bodies, local communities, local authorities and business. Our responsibilities include regulation of major industry, flood and coastal risk management, waste management, agricultural regulation, navigation, fisheries, contaminated land, conservation and ecology, water quality and resources, and climate change and its consequences. 
How we can help you: 

Natural processes do not respect political boundaries and often need to be managed on a larger than local scale to plan for sustainable economic growth and development. There are also efficiency savings in managing environmental opportunities and risks strategically. We can help you by: 

· providing a strategic overview of environmental issues within and across your LEP boundaries and how they relate, for example, to catchments, river basins and flood zones. This can help you ensure development is located in the right places and takes into account environmental infrastructure needs e.g. for flood risk, water supply, waste water treatment, waste management and green infrastructure. 
· providing evidence and advice on a wide range of environmental issues to help you identify robust development solutions that offer multiple benefits to the economy, society and environment. Our work helps facilitate regeneration, for example through understanding and management of flood risk, improving the quality of water, land and air and by reducing the costs of regulation to businesses. We can help realise opportunities to develop a low carbon economy and create green jobs. 
· working with the industrial sectors, which are important for a LEP’s overall economic development, to ensure environmental regulatory requirements are understood and met in an efficient manner.
To make it easy for you to talk to us we have a single EA point of contact for each LEP.

EA General Enquiries: Tel: 08708 506 506 (Mon-Friday 8am-6pm)

Minicom Service (for hard of hearing) 08702 422 549

EA web site: http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk


	NATURAL ENGLAND (NE)

NE has a remit to ensure that the natural environment is conserved, enhanced and managed for the benefit of present and future generations, whilst contributing to sustainable development. NE works with farmers, land managers, business and industry, planners, developers, national, regional and local government, interest groups and local communities to help them improve their local environment.

How we can help you:

NE can work with you to understand the benefits that a healthy natural environment can bring to your operating area. This could involve helping you to interpret environmental information to shape sustainable strategies for economic growth and to improve the local environment to help regeneration and job creation. NE already supports local authorities and other local partners to improve their natural environment with direct benefits for communities and the local economy as well as for wildlife and the landscape. We can provide this same service for you by providing: 
· expert advice on how to integrate biodiversity, landscape and public access objectives into local policies and plans; 

· support for the preparation and delivery of green infrastructure strategies tailored to the environmental, social and economic needs of your area; 
· advice on establishing standards for green space provision, management and accessibility for health and well-being to attract investment and boost productivity; 

·  help to comply with our regulatory and licensing role in relation to protected species and Sites of Special Scientific Interest: and

· help in securing sustainable economic growth that complies with the framework of national and international protection for key sites, habitats and species, and to use those assets to promote economic activity.

NE has an important role complementary to the work of LEPs through its management of the Environmental Stewardship scheme which forms part of the activity funded under Axis 2 of the RDPE, which has great importance for the rural economy as well as the environment. This delivers c£400m per year to land managers supporting both farming businesses and a high quality environment to underpin the tourism sector. 
NE Enquiry Service: Tel: 0845 600 3078 (Mon-Friday 8.30am-4.15pm)

NE web site: http://www.naturalengland.org.uk
NE email address: enquiries@naturalengland.org.uk


	MARINE MANAGEMENT ORGANISATION (MMO)

MMO is an executive non-departmental public body established to make a significant contribution to sustainable development in the marine environment, and to promote the Government’s vision for clean, healthy, safe, productive and biologically diverse oceans and seas. MMO work with a wide range of national and local delivery partners and stakeholders to enable coherence, co-operation and communication across the whole marine area. 

How we can help you:

We look forward to working with LEPs to support local initiatives for sustainable development in the marine area, for example through the European Fisheries Funding grants that we offer to local fishing communities and industry. We can also provide guidance and advice to businesses and investors on the licensing of developments and activities in the marine area. We welcome LEP engagement in the development of England’s first marine plans. Marine plans will build on local frameworks, bringing together interest groups from all sectors for strategic planning of activities, developments and investment in the marine area.

MMO General Enquiries Tel: 0300 123 1032

to access local offices across England, see: http://www.marinemanagement.org.uk/contacts/local.htm
MMO web site: http://www.marinemanagement.org.uk
MMO Email address: info@marinemanagement.org.uk 


FORESTRY COMMISSION 

The Forestry Commission purpose is to protect and expand Britain’s forests and woodlands and increase their value to society and the environment. Forestry Commission are responsible for setting standards, regulation, research and advice, working with national organisations, local stakeholders, communities and business, with a priority of helping them become more involved in obtaining the benefits they want from woodland.

How we can help you:

Forestry Commission can help in promoting economic activity, enterprise and employment in forestry and a competitive, resilient and thriving forestry sector. This can include enabling more woods to be managed as parts of viable land based businesses integrated with markets for woodland products and services, such as timber, woodfuel and mountain biking for example.

Forestry Commission provides incentives support for eligible woodlands and forestry activities to the value of approximately £30m per year through the English Woodland Grant Scheme and Farm Woodlands payments, under the Rural Development Programme for England.

Forestry Commission General Enquiries: Tel: 0845 3673 787

Forestry Commission web site: http://www.forestry.gov.uk
Forestry Commission email address: fcengland@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
	WRAP (WASTE AND RESOURCES ACTION PROGRAMME)

By taking simple low or no cost measures UK business could save £23bn/per year through resource efficiency measures, including reducing waste and more efficient use of water. WRAP provides a single point of contact for guidance, online tools, best practice and case studies on resource efficiency and waste reduction that will help us all to build the Green Economy.

How we can help you:

WRAP works with business, local authorities, civil society organisations and individuals to help save money through reducing waste, helping in the development of sustainable products and providing simple, cost effective advice on how to use resources in a more efficient manner. Funding is available to help build infrastructure capabilities in fields such as recycling and re-use to help further develop the green economy and green jobs. 

WRAP Helpline: Tel: 0808 100 2040

WRAP web site: http://www.wrap.org.uk


